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Worshiping Jesus Christ, Living in His Truth, and Blessing others in His Name.

SUMMARY of the Spring ’25 Trial Changes to
Children’s Chapel on Sunday Mornings

Beginning March 9th we will be conducting a 12-week trial on
Sunday mornings where the children will not begin in the Church,
with the exception of the Holy Days of Palm Sunday & Easter (4/13
& 4/20). Instead, the Children’s Chapel will begin just before
9:30am Worship. However, children in Levels 1-3 (ages 3 & up)
will have the option of beginning chapel as early as 9:00
a.m.! Toddlers will be dropped off in the Toddler Room before
worship as well, as early as 9:20 a.m. All children will continue to
join their parents in worship at the Passing of the Peace.

If you would like to learn more details, including the new child drop-
off procedure, please see the information below. And note that the
duration of this trial will only be through May 25, as this summer we
will evaluate whether to make it a permanent change.

More Details & Information

Hello St Matthias Family,

We hope the following serves to answer any questions you may have regarding
our trial of an extended Sunday School program.



What is the change exactly? Children’s Chapel will officially start at 9:30
a.m. Parents will be asked to drop off their child at Sunday School on their
way to the service. There will be no change in their return. Children will
return to their parents during the passing of the Peace as they have been
doing. Additionally, an Early Start option of 9:00 AM will be available for
children age 3+. (See the paragraph below for an explanation of the Early
Start option.*)

Why is the extended Sunday School time necessary? As the group of
children has grown, preparing for Sunday School is taking longer as they
must first line up the children, communicate with parents who desire to
share important information with the adults, find and help children put on
their badges, etc. While the 9:30 start time may seem to only add a few
extra minutes, the Children’s Leadership Team believes that the added
time could provide more time than realized.

What other benefits may come from this change? We have had
parents on several occasions wish to speak to a team member at the
beginning of Sunday School. This is not practical under our current
dismissal model. A hand-off at the door will allow Sunday School team
members the opportunity to talk to parents who want to exchange
information and will allow them to assess the child’s overall readiness for
Sunday School and health.

The 9:30 start time also minimizes transitions for those children who
struggle with this. This can be especially helpful for the parents of toddlers
who spend time settling their child in the pew to begin worship, only to
transition the child yet again at dismissal.

*Early start at 9:00 a.m. for Level 1, 2 and 3- Leadership staff- Cp Eva,
Traci Y, and John S have agreed to open the Chapel as early as 9:00 a.m.
during this trial period, allowing for children to arrive at any time during that
half hour if their parents would like them to have more time in the Chapel,
or for those who need to come early for their own ministry involvement (i.e.
Choir, audio/video ministry, Fellowship Hour preparations, etc).

Additionally, parents are invited to join during this time when they would
like to spend time alongside their child in the Chapel area. This is a great
way for parents to help their children who are struggling with the
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separation from parents, as well as a wonderful opportunity to receive from
the Lord together through the Chapel materials (dioramas of scenes from
Jesus’ infancy, hands-on materials that bring the parables to life, etc).

What is the new drop-off procedure during this trial?: Parents will be
encouraged to walk through the Parish Hall, help the child find and put on
their badge, and then continue through the courtyard entrance to Door 5 of
the Children’s wing. Parents will be encouraged to hand-off their children
to a team member in room 5 for ages 3+ or Room 3 for Toddlers. Older
children who have become accustomed to coming in and following
established routines will enter the Chapel on their own where activities will
be ready for them.

Which Sundays are an exception and why?- The CGS (Catechism of
the Good Shepherd) curriculum we use for Chapel focuses on the
proclamation of Scripture and Liturgy; therefore, we recognize that the
children benefit from participation in the opening parts of the service. The
children will be included in the opening of the service on Feast Days, such
as Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday, and will be dismissed after the
Collect on these days. Families are encouraged to attend in celebration
together on these important days.

Tell me more about the “Trial Basis.”- We have set a 12-week trial
period of March 9- May 25 to see if this change will provide our children
with more uninterrupted time allowing them a greater benefit from the
materials in a way that doesn’t put an undue burden on the children’s team
members. The decision on whether to continue this plan into the new
program year, try something different, or return to the current program
format will only be made after we talk with children’s team members,
parents and others. Watching how and whether the children make use of
the extended work time during this trial period will also help us understand
how beneficial the change could be.

What about visitors? We welcome visitors! When a visiting child comes
to Church, that child can be brought to the Chapel or Toddler Room by the
parishioner. Ushers can help you find the way if needed. When visiting
families enter the Narthex, the ushers will inform them of their option to
send their child to Children’s Chapel or remain in Church with their
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parents. But the ushers will also offer to show them the Children’s Chapel
if it would help them better discern where they would like their children to
be.

Anything else | should know?_ Rather than sending out a separate
email, Children’s Ministry Leaders have been asked to remind parents of
the Well-Child Policy. As it is Spring and the trees are beginning to bloom,
we can expect to see more runny noses and children suffering from
allergies. This is a good time to remind ourselves of the Well-Child Policy
to help mitigate the spread of iliness. Children’s ministry team members
receiving younger children at parent hand-off, who appear to have runny
noses, cough, or any of the other symptoms listed below, will begin asking
the parent about the child’s health. Thank you for helping us mitigate the
spread of illness. As a reminder, the Well-Child Policy can also be found
on the St. Matthias website. Please refer to the Well-Child policy below.




Saint Matthias’ Well-Child policy
Your child’s health and safety is our first priority at St. Matthias. In an attempt to
maintain a safe and healthy environment, and limit the spread of iliness, we have
developed the following guidelines:

If your child has experienced any of the following symptoms within 24hrs of
participating in a Children’s program/event, we ask that you keep him/her home. If
your child becomes ill while participating in one of our Children programs or event,
you will be contacted immediately so that he/she can be picked up.

Symptoms:

* Fever of 100.4 or greater
* Vomiting

+ Diarrhea

» Persistent cough (not allergy related)

* Unexplained rash or hives

* Mucus — discolored, excessive and/or persistent from mouth, nose, eyes
* Eye infection or suspected eye infection

+ 0ozing sores or cuts

» Head lice, ringworm (until treated)

* Open blisters if diagnosed with Hand, Foot, & Mouth infection




