Week 4 Review

Life On Mission -

Week 5 Handout

Life On Mission for
Jesus/Disciples:
Mission as Communion

Scriptural support

Christendom/Colonial
Distortion: Mission as
Conquest

Examples of its
legacy today

e Go out as people of
peace, looking for
people of peace.

e Mission as
hospitality -

e Luke 10
commission of
the seventy-two

e Jesus and the
Samaritan
woman at the
well (Jn 4)

e Mission starts with
joining people, not
“othering” them.

e Breaking down
barriers that divide
and diminish “the
other”

e Peter & the non-
kosher Gentiles
(Acts 10)

¢ + Paul in Athens
(Acts 17)

Mutual submission: Go
as learners and
participants

The ends justify the means.

Side benefit: self-enrichment

Coercive evangelism

« Fear tactics

e Argument/
intellectual
bullying

e Inadequacy
gospeling

Side benefit: “Church
growth”

e Usvsthem
dehumanization;

e expands
boundaries/territory

e Polarization/
Increases
divisions

Go as the saviors - as the
ones who have things figured
out - with nothing to learn

e (o as experts &
teachers with
nothing to learn

e No listening

Suffering unites us with
Christ & one another
rather than being the
worst thing that could
ever happen to us.

Heb 2:10, Phil 3:10-
11, Col 1:24, Phil
3:10-11, Rom 5:3-5, 1
Pet 3:17

Suffering was out of the
question and would’ve been
considered an absence of
God’s blessing.

Suffering means
something is wrong
(this is what power
does to us)

Mission requires

to identify
what words of life need to
be heard

3/26 Sermon - Acts 17
+ doors metaphor

Conquest only required
to conquer.

Evangelism through
. the

same formula for

everyone
(forgiveness of sins).

Success = a

toward fullness of life in
Christ. (Leaves ultimate
results up to God.)

Acts 17 and John 11 -
Ministering Good
News for nonbelievers
and believers alike

Success = the “heathens”
or

to Euro-Christian culture

e Success = crossing
the line from
nonbeliever to
believer.

e Enlarging our tribe.

Another 21st Century Example

https://vimeo.com/238679240




Table Discussion B
2. What stands out to you about how this Church approached Life On Mission in a Christlike,
rather than Colonial, fashion?
3. Are there any ideas that have been percolating for you in this vein that you'd be willing to
share with the table?

Living On Mission in God’s Power & Those on the Margins
1 Corinthians 1:18-26, 2:1-5

'® For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of

God. *° For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”

20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? ' For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. #* Jews demand signs and Greeks look
for wisdom, #* but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 2* but to those whom
God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. # For the foolishness of God is
wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength...

2:' And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or human wisdom as I
proclaimed to you the testimony about God. ? For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and

him crucified. * I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. * My message and my preaching wete not with wise
and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, * so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom,
but on God’s power.

[ames 1:27-2:7

7 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to
keep oneself from being polluted by the world.

2:' My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes
into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. * If you show
special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand
there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” * have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?

* Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the wortld to be rich in faith
and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? ¢ But you have dishonored the poot. Is it not the rich who ate
exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the
noble name of him to whom you belong?

Life On Mission for Jesus/Disciples: Mission as | Scriptural support Christendom/Colonial Example of its legacy
Communion Distortion: Mission as today
Conquest
Believers mission runs on power of e 1Cor 1:22-26, Mission runs on Focus is on
love 2:1-5 worldly power God working
...and so looks for God to be atwork | « James 1:27-2:7 ...and so, grasps to | through
in the e See also Lk attain & retain power
(& ). 6:20-22, Mt (and wealth)
. .. 4:23-5:6, & Mt power.
Going as learners & participants ,
o - 19:21-30
(mutual submission), not paternalistic
rescuers.
Table Discussion C
4. Who is in our communities?
5.Who is in our communities?

6. How might we join them as learners and participants?



Share your thoughts Your Name:

1. Share your thoughts on this year’s Lenten Wednesday “Life On Mission”
=  What might be your 1 or 2 biggest takeaways?
= Was there anything you were left wanting to know or learn more about?

Flip to other side for second question

2. Share if you have any ideas for how we might join or open up space for others for the
sake of Christ’s kingdom? It could be something...
e Our parish might discern putting energy and resources towards
e Or that you’d like to discern further about the possibility pursuing individually
e or that you’d be open to some others from the parish possibly partnering with
you?

Turn in to Fr John or email responses to revjohnroberts@gmail.com



