
 

Brothers & Sisters of Saint Matthias, 

Like many parishes in the Anglican tradition, Saint Matthias holds an Annual Stewardship Drive 

each fall to help our vestry plan the church’s budget for the upcoming year.  This year’s drive will run 

from October 5th through November 2nd.   

Some of us may have had negative experiences in the past with churches or ministries asking 

for money in ways that felt manipulative or coercive, and we want to be clear that that is not what we 

want this Stewardship Drive to be.  Contributing financially to the Church is an opportunity to exercise 

our trust in the Lord as the one who provides for our needs, a way to partner with Him to bring His 

Kingdom more fully into our lives and to bless others in His Name.  As this remains the goal of our 

parish, we invite you to continue or consider investing in the work of the God’s Kingdom by financially 

supporting the ministry of Saint Matthias in 2026.   

 Our projected operating expenses for 2026 will be, at minimum, $288k.  And a full breakdown 

can be found on the narthex table (pink sheet) and also on the webpage accessible through the URL 

or QR code listed on the back of this letter.  Any additional parishioner giving beyond this amount will 

empower our vestry to:  

● Plan for accommodating future growth of the parish;    

● Bolster and grow existing ministries of the parish, including our children’s ministry, 
missionary support, and any other initiatives where the Lord may be calling us to partner 
with Him; 

● Continue to steward our buildings, as the vestry continues its work toward priorities such 
as adding bathrooms, upgrading the ramp entrance into the fountain courtyard to be 
ADA compliant, replacing deteriorating windows, and painting the interior of our 
buildings.   
 

 For any of you who desire to support Saint Matthias financially, but are wondering how much to 

give, we encourage you to prayerfully consider the amount you would commit to give, and to do so with 

faith that such opportunities for sacrifice & generosity are gifts from the Lord.  Much has been made in 

Western Christianity and in Church history about the tradition of tithing, which comes from the biblical 

example of giving one tenth of one’s harvest or livestock to God.  In the economics of our day, 10% of 

one’s income can be a helpful benchmark in discerning what God may be inviting us to give.  And for 

those who don’t give 10%, or discern that they are not able to, we invite you to contemplate increasing 

your giving to the Church in 2026 by 0.5% or 1% of your income.  However, we discourage parishioners 

from giving to an extent that would sacrifice God meeting the basic needs of you and your family (which 

are not limited to physical needs!) or that would cause you to incur any debt.  Additionally, there may 

be other circumstances where you have the means to give - or to give more - but to do so would be 

unwise, such as if those who are married do not have unity with their spouse about how much to give 

or if you would be giving reluctantly or under compulsion rather than giving cheerfully from a place of 

generosity and faith (2 Cor. 9:7).   

 Whether you are a parishioner or a regular attender, if you believe in what God is doing through 

the ministry of Saint Matthias and discern God calling you to give back to Him from what He has given 

to you, we hope you will consider making a commitment to support our parish’s ministry in 2026.  If you 

have any questions or concerns, we invite you to reach out to Fr John, or any member of the Vestry:  

Larry Johnson (Senior Warden), Peter Vargas (Junior Warden), Traci Yazembiak (Treasurer), Josette 

Adams (Clerk), Justin Black, Andrew Hongo, Allan James, Vickie Looney, or Pam Suniga.  Information 



 

is also available upon request about additional ways to give through donating stock or including Saint 

Matthias in your estate planning.   

Please note that the Stewardship Drive will conclude Sunday, November 2.  And if you would 

like to make a pledge for 2026, you may do so online through the link or QR Code below, or by 

submitting the paper pledge card at the bottom of the page.   

 

In Christ, 

  

The Vestry of Saint Matthias & Fr John 

 

 
Submit a 2026 pledge via  

www.saintmatthiasoakdale.com/stewardship 
or by using the card below 

 
 

  

 

http://www.saintmatthiasoakdale.com/stewardship

