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God Meets Us In Reality
The good news I want to proclaim this morning is that God doesn’t meet us where we “should be”,

or where we’d like to be, but right where we really are. God doesn’t meet us where we “should be”, or
where we’d like to be, but right where we really are.

On Ash Wednesday, I introduced one of the axioms put forth by Gravity Leadership: that God is
like Jesus and there is nothing about God that is unlike Jesus.1 And today we’re going to look at a
second axiom one: that God meets us in our reality. Now, this may sound like a ‘duh’ statement, but it is
actually very difficult for us as Westerners, in the modern world, to live as if it’s true.  I should clarify that
by ‘reality,’ I don’t mean reality out there, but our internal reality: God is waiting to meet us in reality, but
this requires that we be honest with ourselves and Him at any given moment about where we’re at >in
here<.  [I know that’s not proper English, but that’s how I’m saying it:] The only place God can fully meet
with us is in reality: when we are being real and honest with ourselves and him about where we’re at.
[God doesn’t meet us where we “should be”, or where we’d like to be, but right where we really are.]

But the flip side is also true: that if we come before God in falsity or pretense, we’re likely to find
him uncooperative.  And we can see this in this morning’s Gospel passage from Luke 13.  It opened in an
unexpected way, as verse 31 says, “³¹ At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him,
‘Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.’”  At first glance, this may be
surprising, because any of us who’ve read much of the gospels know that the Pharisees were Jesus’
primary opponents.  And here, they initially seem to be looking out for Jesus’ well-being.  But the reality
is they have an agenda quite different than looking out for Jesus’ safety; they’re trying to get him to leave
town, to go away.

The Pharisees are not being straight with Jesus, but Jesus refuses to cooperate with their hustle.
He doesn’t head out of town or even thank them for the heads up.  Instead, He replies, “Go tell that fox
(Herod), ‘I will keep on driving out demons and healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I
will reach my goal.’ ³³ In any case, I must press on today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no
prophet can die outside Jerusalem!”  In other words, he’s sending them the message, “I’m not going
anywhere.  I know you’re already conspiring to have me killed.  And if you’re gonna get rid of me, that’s
how you’re gonna have to do it.”  So what we see is that “Jesus has little patience for people who insist
on meeting God in falsity or pretense.”  In fact, the Gravity guys suggest this is why Jesus hung out with
sinners so much, because they were the only ones who would be real with him; because who they were
was known, so they weren’t attempting to keep up appearances.

But unfortunately, in the church and in Western Christianity or our post-Christian culture, keeping
up appearances is often the very thing we have been best trained to do.  We may have just had a fight in
the car or yelled at our kids on the way to church, or wanna kill whatever politicians are keeping this
daylight savings thing going, but we get here and are greeted, “Hey, how you doin?”  And we say, “Great!
Doin just fine!”  or “I’m blessed!”  And granted, I’m not saying we need to air our dirty laundry with
everybody, but often it’s not just with one another that we’re trained to keep up appearances, but with
God himself.  And yet, the only place God can fully meet with us is in reality: when we are being real and
honest with ourselves and him about where we’re at.

So the good news is that God doesn’t meet us where we “should be”, or where we’d like to be, but
right where we really are. And let’s unpack that starting with ‘God meets us where we really are, not as
opposed to where we “should be’ or where we think we should be.

1
Gravity is an organization founded by two ACNA priests, Matt Tebbe & Ben Sternke, whose heart is to help Christians live our lives in light of God as he

has actually revealed himself in scripture, as opposed to what we might be prone to assume God is like.
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We didn’t read it this morning, but I’m guessing most of us are familiar with the story of Adam &
Eve.   In Genesis 3, after they’ve sinned by eating the fruit that God had told them not to, Adam & Eve
respond by immediately making clothes for themselves, then they hear the Lord walking in the garden
and hid among the trees. They do everything they can to not meet God in the reality they find
themselves in. But then, when God calls to them, “Where are you?”  Adam answers, “I heard you in the
garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”  But they not only hid from God, they also refuse
to directly deal with what they’ve done.  God says, “Who told you that you were naked?” and “Have you
eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”  But Adam passes the blame to Eve, saying
“This woman you put here gave me the fruit.”  And then Eve says, “The serpent deceived me.”

Sin not only causes us to pretend before God, it causes us to hide and be afraid to be honest with
Him.  But Tebbe provocatively invites us to imagine what would’ve happened Adam & Eve had
responded differently, saying, “What if Adam & Eve hadn’t done any of this?  What if Eve had said, ‘I
done messed up, Yahweh,’ and if Adam had then said, “It’s at least as much my fault as it is hers”?2

One reason we  may be inclined to hide from God or to not be upfront with Him about where we
really are is if we have an image of God that is unlike Jesus, but is more like one of the images of God we
talked about last week, like the Demanding Judge.  Such an image of God makes being real with Him
feel terrifying.  So, often what we’re inclined to do instead is to condemn ourselves with ‘shoulds’ and
‘oughts’, in the hopes that if we are hard enough on ourselves, we’ll be able to stop sinning and then we
can approach God (pure and clean).3 But this doesn’t actually work.  If it did - if we had the power to not
sin or could clean ourselves up - we wouldn’t have needed Jesus to go to the cross in the first place.
This is what last week we called “shoulding on ourselves.”  Telling ourselves that we should be this or
that.  But no one’s character can actually change for the better through self-shaming.  What this actually
does is pile up even more shame and guilt upon ourselves that drives us even further away from Him.
Indeed, self-condemnation is really a refusal to accept where we really are.  But the good news that God
isn’t waiting to meet us where we “should be”...God wants to meet us right where we really are. The truth
is that we can approach God and be completely honest, without any fear of condemnation, because of
Jesus.  We need not be terrified of God, because God is like Jesus.

A few weeks ago, we heard the story from Luke 5, when Jesus had just recently called the
disciples and he goes fishing with them.  And after Jesus miraculously provides for them a catch of fish
so great that their nets are breaking, Peter realizes Jesus is God - or at least some sort of agent of God -
and says, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!”  But what does Jesus say?  He says, “Don’t be
afraid,” he says, “from now on you will fish for people.”  And he doesn’t say “we’re gonna get you all
morally cleaned up and then teach you how to fish for people.”  No, he’s gonna start right then.  God
knows what he’s gotten into with us - he knows all the ways we’re a mess - and he loves us and wants to
partner with us anyway.

So no matter what we’ve done or what our condition, God will meet us right there with
acceptance, with love, with grace, because God is like Jesus and moreover because Jesus’ death &
resurrection won us forgiveness for our sin.  The good news is that God doesn’t meet us where we
“should be”, or where we’d like to be, but right where we really are.

So instead of hiding from God or trying to deny our reality, Jesus invites us to begin learning to get
honest with both ourselves and Him about where we’re at, to name it before Him, and trust that He meets
us there with love and acceptance.

3
Find a way to not be this way before entering into god’s presence

2
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-4-god-meets-us-where-we-really-are/id1356585852?i=1000456643273
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In the passage we did read from Genesis, what we see is Abram shooting God straight.  God had
promised Abram a son, and he had nothing to show for it.  In fact, he’d been thinking about just adopting
his servant’s child as his son.  And so he confesses his doubt to God in verse 2, saying “Sovereign Lord,
what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of
Damascus?” ³ And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my
heir.”  And the Lord does not condemn Abram or say “how dare you doubt my promises!”  Rather,
Abram’s honesty allows God to respond.  In this instance, God reiterates his promise to Abram, then
speaks to Him in a dream, and even follows that by giving Abram a remarkable vision.  Now, this isn’t to
say that when God “meets us in reality” it will always be in such a dramatic or miraculous way.  God
meets our needs for grace and love in a variety of ways, by whatever means he sees fit.  But I draw our
attention to this passage because of how frankly Abram relates to the Lord, and I wonder if we might
imagine ourselves doing the same?  And if not, what’s holding us back?  I’d suspect it may be due to
because we’re living with an image of God that is unlike Jesus.

God doesn’t meet us where we “should be”, or where we’d like to be, but right where we really are.
So we may also struggle to meet God in reality because we’d prefer that God meet us where we’d

like to be.  And this can particularly be the case when we are feeling or experiencing something we
dislike, when more than wanting God we want that feeling or circumstance to go away.

Let me just ask: what do you tend to do when you get angry?  When you find yourself angry -
particularly about something outside of your control (that you can’t do anything about) - what do you do
with it?  I only ask because when I get angry, I notice my first inclination is to make myself feel better
through escape - through running toward anything that’ll help me check out from my feelings: whether it
be media, social media, food, anything that’ll numb the pain.  I may even try to escape into the news.  I’m
not sure how that’s supposed to help me feel better, but I guess watching someone else’s pain feels
better than experiencing my own.

But what if instead of escaping reality, I stayed in it - or entered into it - with God?
Something Tish Warren mentions in the chapter we’re going to listen to this Wednesday is that
underneath anger is usually either fear or sadness.  But so much in our worlds is aimed at helping us to
suppress fear, or to avoid sadness altogether.  The truth is that it is much easier to numb the pain, than
tend to it, but when we bury our pain it doesn’t mean truly go away.

Even Chrsitian activities can be used to this end.  We might turn on Christian radio to try to chase
the bad feelings away, or we may engage in Christian service to “stay busy”.  And these are, of course,
not bad things in themselves, but if they are means for us to avoid being honest about where we really
are, God won’t be able to meet us there, or at least not as fully as he could in reality, if we would be real
and honest with ourselves and him about where we’re at.

When we are feeling or experiencing something we dislike, our temptation may be to numb
ourselves with distraction, but we may instead choose to avoid the present by taking solace in the past
or in the future, particularly if those feel like prettier pictures than the present.  Nostalgia, remembering
“how great things were” or used to be “in the good old days” - which are usually only partial memories,
at best - these can be one way we avoid having to deal in the present, but the reality we have to reckon
with is that God can’t meet us in the past.  While we may be longing for the past, God can only meet us
in the present.  Future-tripping, as well - focusing on what could happen in the future - is another way to
avoid dealing with the present.  “When only such and such happens, it’ll be so good” or “God will really
show up.”

We can tend toward focusing on the past or future, because they can actually feel more in our
control than the present, and yet the present is where God waits.  As Dallas Willard wrote on the quote in
included on your insert - he’s stating the obvious, but it is a profound truth that “God has yet to bless
anyone except where they actually are, and if we faithlessly discard situation after situation, moment after
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moment, as not being ‘right’, we will simply have no place to receive his kingdom into our life, for those
situations and moments are our life.”  God wants to deal with us in reality, because that is our actual life.
And because God will only meet us in reality, we will only begin to grow in Him - we will only begin
to experience spiritual growth - as we learn to meet him there.

So as I close this morning, I want to invite you to do something a little different and invite you to
join me in a minute of silence before God.  You don’t even have to say anything to Him if you have
nothing to say; just sit in His presence and notice where you’re at.  And then let’s will close with the
prayer that’s printed on your insert.

Beloved of the heart:

Under every burden I feel is a blessing I do not.

Loosen with gentleness each emotional knot tied too tight in the emotional tug-of-war
called life.

In your silent grace, I receive the gentleness to hold my brokenness with acceptance and
my dreams with trust.

You are with me despite the tensions made tight by the living of life.

Underneath each burden is your invitation to see with different sight.

Beyond the perception of the situation and the emotion of the moment is the deepest
reality of all: I am with you and you are with me.

Help me affirm today that in Christ there is nothing that can separate me from you -
including my own thoughts and feelings.
Amen.

by Peter Traben Haas


